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 With a licence extending beyond that of most local drinking establishments, this will lead to the 
hotel being seen as a “drink of last resort” meaning there will be an increase in the numbers of 
inebriated people walking to and from the venue along the esplanade late at night and into the early 
hours. This then brings in serious safety issues due to the proximity of the sea and will, I have no 
doubt, lead to an increase in calls to emergency services. 

 Southsea esplanade and the beach is a pleasant environment that many people, including families, 
like to enjoy well into the evening. An increase in “drinkers" in the area will have a proportionate 
increase in the number of anti-social incidents in the area which may include criminal acts, being a 
general nuisance to the public or simply providing an intimidating presence where previously one 
wasn’t present. 

 
It should also be noted that the area immediately around the museum is delicate both culturally and 
environmentally. There are a number of dog foxes resident on the site whose habit will be disturbed. The 
Royal Marine’s memorial garden offers a place where loved ones can honour the deceased and should be 
preserved as a quiet and peaceful location at all hours of the day in order to pay respect to those who have 
given their lives in return for the freedoms that we are able to enjoy, such as being able to drink late into the 
night. The inevitable increase in litter will blow into the sea, as it already does, increasing plastic in the 
oceans. The listed earthen mounds at the site risk being trampled by revellers, as they already are by dog 
walkers. The fort area will be an enticing area for people to “go off piste” thus damaging historical 
structures. The list goes on but, for information, I plan to raise each with the respective authority. 
 
This cultural component, especially the military aspect, cannot be understated. There are a huge number of 
retired ex-services personnel resident in Marine Gate who achieved much during their careers and who will 
now be forced to bear witness to the commercialisation of yet another military establishment. The least you 
can do as a council is to set parameters for its use that engender respect for its heritage, educate the general 
public and prevent it from simply becoming a picturesque backdrop as part of a high-end tourist destination. 
 
I recognise that progress must be made and, whilst I am disappointed that it is to be a hotel, I am in some 
ways relieved that something is being done to preserve such as historic building. The owners, Grand Hotel 
Excelsior International, have said that they will transform the site whilst preserving its “historic attributes, 
appeal and timeless decor” - this is nice marketing but they do need to be held accountable to such a 
statement. Part of being held accountable will be for you to temper their enthusiasm in your response to 
their licensing application in order to ensure that they not only respect the building, but the area and the 
local community that they are moving into which will include how they are impacting local residents. If you 
grant licensing that extends beyond 11pm every day then you are not protecting your local residents since 
you will subject them to consistent and anti-social noise which would be totally unreasonable. 
 
The hotel risks tarnishing it’s own prestige as well as it's privileged location through it’s own presence 
whilst you risk failing your community in your duty of care if such a licence is granted - a five star hotel 
does not guarantee five star people or five star behaviour. 
 
Please accept this letter as an objection to the proposed licensing to which I would appreciate your 
acknowledgement. 
 
Edward Francis Wright 
 
3 Wilkinson House, Gunners Row, Southsea, PO4 9XQ 
 




